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June/July 2018 Newsletter 

 

Introduction 

The Harry Gwala Agri initiative is continuing to build momentum so we will be sending out more regular 

newsletters to capture our progress. Below are some of the highlights from the last two months. 

 

Our areas of focus  

1. Engaging with the private sector and government institutions to garner support for the initiative 

2. In-service training programme for agricultural students 

3. Offering support to existing agricultural projects whilst establishing new projects 

4. Publicising the initiative and the efforts and support provided by those involved 

 

1. Engaging with the private sector and government institutions 

 We are very pleased to announce that Meadow have agreed to partner with us and will be making 

a monthly contribution towards the running costs of the initiative linked to the tons of feed they 

sell in the district.  

http://www.meadowfeeds.co.za/
http://www.meadowfeeds.co.za/
http://www.pannar.com/
https://www.deheus.co.za/en
https://www.harrygwalaagri.co.za/
http://mascor.co.za/
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 We have continued our discussions with Standard Bank who have expressed willingness to 

partner with us. A funding proposal has been submitted and presents the opportunity to support 

the running costs of the student in-service training programme, the prospect of partnering with 

one or more agricultural mentorship projects and/or a monthly contribution towards the overall 

running costs of the initiative. 

 

 Mascor, Pannar, De Heus and DFSA continue to provide invaluable support to the initiative for 

which we are exceptionally grateful.  

 

 In terms of engaging with government we were given the opportunity to make a presentation to 

the Dr. Nkosazana-Dlamini Zuma Local Municipality, LED Forum on the in-service training 

programme we have established. We were invited to join the Provincial Extension Coordinating 

Forum and then given an opportunity to introduce our initiative to the Department of Agriculture 

and Rural Development’s district management.  

 

 HGA also made a presentation at the public hearing for the review of section 25 of the 

constitution that took place in Kokstad on the 21st of July.  

 

2. In-service training programme for agricultural students 

 The first in-take of 20 students have now almost completed their first six months of training and 

are learning a tremendous amount.  

 

 The first round of monitoring and evaluation took place in May and June and it has been very 

encouraging to see how invested the mentors have been in the students. Evaluation forms are 

completed by mentors and students and this feedback is then exchanged, providing opportunity 

for the student to take note of areas where improvements can be made and having the next 

evaluation date as a goal to work towards this. We are very grateful to the host farmers/mentors 

for the time they have been willing to give the students and to Mr Hank Pike for his assistance in 

getting the monitoring and evaluation programme started. 

 

https://www.standardbank.co.za/
http://mascor.co.za/
http://www.pannar.com/
https://www.deheus.co.za/en
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 Plans are afoot for a social gathering for the host farmers and students that will take place in 

conjunction with the Ixopo-Highflats AAM sale on the 26th of September and will provide 

opportunity for the students to see a stock sale in action and observe the judging of the livestock.  

 

 The Future Farmers Foundation have invited our current students to register with their 

programme which could provide them with further opportunity to gain experience on commercial 

farms with successful candidates standing a chance to potentially travel abroad and obtain work 

exposure there too. Founder of the organisation, Mrs Judy Stuart, has agreed to chat to our 

students about these opportunities at the gathering in Highflats in September. 

 

  

 

Figure 1&2: Tumeka Sapo (L) at the Carisbrooke Valley Citrus packhouse and Yhandisa Khenya (R) at the Hauff's dairy at Mackenzie 
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3. Offering support to existing projects and establishing new 

projects 

 We were invited by Mr Roy Dandala of KwaNalu to attend a meeting with the Umzimkhulu 

Private Farmers Cooperative. This is a passionate group of 47 emerging farmers involved in a 

range of farming operations, all on private land but many still without title deeds. They are 

typically engaged in maize and cash crop cultivation and livestock farming but there is also interest 

in citrus and even essential oils. HGA will start by arranging a presentation by one of the 

established commercial citrus growers in the area to address some of the queries the emerging 

farmers have.  

 

 Mr Nigel Dennis is one of several aspiring poultry farmers in the Hlutankungu area near Highflats 

who we have met with in the last couple of months. We organised for Mr Lindani Nkwanyana, the 

Meadow Feeds poultry technical advisor, to come out and give a presentation to these farmers, 

which they found very useful.  

 

 Of the projects we have visited in the last couple of months, one deserves special mention and 

that is the Siyathemba Imvelo Cooperative. They lease about four hectares of land from the 

Ubuhlebezwe Local Municipality at the Ixopo crossroads. Mr Bruce Zulu is the driving force behind 

this project which is producing a fantastic crop of cabbages without the use of any mechanisation 

at all. The project is guided and benefits greatly from the involvement of Mr Anthony Stout who 

has been a mentor and offered financial support to the project for about two years. Being a 

vegetable farmer himself, he is able to extend the cooperatives market reach by taking their crop 

to market in Pietermaritzburg. The project could benefit from mechanisation for land preparation 

and Mr Stout has suggested that a rotovator suitable for gardens would be appropriate.  

 

 Thanks must go to Pannar for their generous sponsorship of 50 bags of maize seed which was 

shared between the Celokuhle Farm Trust in Swartberg and Mr Ducky Ngcobo’s, Summerhill 

Dairy, in line with our funding proposal approved in December 2017.  

 

http://www.pannar.com/
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 Mr Gehla Mngoma’s vegetable operation continues to flourish, now even more so with the help 

of Mascor who have loaned him a John Deere demo tractor for six months and Mr Beesie Stone 

who continues to provide ongoing guidance and farming implements when needed.  

 

 

 

 We continue to be amazed by 

the measure of goodwill that exists 

in the district and the willingness of 

commercial farmers to support this 

cause despite the uncertain times in 

which we are living. Over the last two 

months we have met with a number 

of commercial farmers with ideas for 

projects that they would like to start 

and have been approached by many 

emerging farmers seeking assistance. 

Our challenge is to select those 

projects that we believe have the 

ingredients for success, namely the 

involvement of a passionate and self-

driven emerging farmer, the 

commitment of a commercial farmer 

from a mentoring perspective and 

where possible, financial support 

from the private sector.  

 
Figure 3: Mr Brian Bennett from Mascor handing over the John Deere tractor on 
loan to Mr Gehla Mngoma 

http://mascor.co.za/
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4. Publicising the initiative and the efforts and support provided 

by those involved 

 HGA has been exploring multiple avenues through which to broadcast the efforts and support 

provided by those involved in this initiative. At the end of June and beginning of July, for example, 

we had articles published in the Kokstad Advertiser and Nix Matters newspapers.  

 

 We have also been engaging with the media personnel from the different partner companies and 

have been interviewed by Mascor for their social media platform, have had an article in the De 

Heus newsletter and have produced another article for use on Pannar’s website and social media. 

 

In closing we would like to make mention of the four famers associations whose members support and 

make monthly financial contributions towards the running of the initiative, namely, Mount Currie Farmers 

Association, Zwartberg Farmers Association, Highflats-Ixopo Farmers Association and Ingwe Farmers 

Association. Special mention must be made of the Highflats-Ixopo Farmers Association for their recent 

generous donation of R10 000.00 to HGA. This organisation would not exist without the support received 

by the commercial farmers in this district.  

 

For further information please contact: 

Project manager: Dylan Weyer (projects@hgagri.co.za) 

Secretary: Sarah Firth (secretary@hgagri.co.za) 

 

Best regards 

 

 

 

mailto:projects@hgagri.co.za
mailto:secretary@hgagri.co.za

