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Newsletter: Final Quarter of 2018 

 

To all our valued farmers, sponsors and contributors, compliments of the season to you and everything of 

the best for a prosperous 2019. Here are some of our highlights from the last quarter of 2018: 

 

 Stapylton-Smith Farming CC kindly donated 375 kg of maize seed which was distributed to a number 

of different projects. The recipients were Audrey Zimande, an aspiring farmer from Ndumakude 

near Creighton whom Neville and Rose Hardman have been assisting for some time. One drum was 

delivered to the Carter-browns who have recently started a project with a small community residing 

on a piece of land they have bought at the Ixopo/Creighton T-junction. We arranged for the 

remainder of the seed to go to the Umzimkhulu emerging farmers association and a group of 

emerging farmers in the Riverside area near Creighton, under Roy Dandala’s (Kwanalu/LIMA; HGA) 

guidance.  

 

 We would like to appeal to all commercial farmers and agri-businesses to please inform us if you 

have any equipment and/or inputs that you no longer require that we can put to good use in the 

projects we are supporting.  

http://www.meadowfeeds.co.za/
http://www.pannar.com/
https://www.deheus.co.za/en
https://www.harrygwalaagri.co.za/
http://mascor.co.za/
https://www.standardbank.co.za/
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 Bronwyn Anderson from Eastwolds kindly volunteered to come on board and assist HGA with the 

expansion of our social media footprint and has, in the short space of time that she has been 

involved, allowed us to take massive strides in this regard. We greatly appreciate her involvement. 

 

 Following an interview that took place between HGA and Cindy Kidger from Urban House Media, 

tremendous publicity has been generated for our initiative and has included articles in the following 

newspapers and online news platforms: 

o Agri Orbit.com – 8 November 2018 (Facilitating transformation in agriculture) 

o The Witness – 9 November 2018 (Farmers taking action and sharing skills) 

o Nix Matters – 9 November 2018 (Harry Gwala Agri: Facilitating transformation in 

agriculture)  

Figure 1: A group of emerging farmers from Riverside, Creighton who received maize seed donated by Stapylton-Smith Farming 
CC 
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o Biznews.com – 14 November 2018 (Forget EWC, here’s how land reform in SA can work) 

o SA Good News Newsletter – 14 November 2018 (What is Harry Gwala Agri – just another 

example of 1000’s of Land Reform projects that BFLF chooses to vilify? 

o SA Good News.co.za – 14 November 2018 (Harry Gwala Agri: Facilitating transformation 

in agriculture) 

o Investing Matters.co.za – 15 November 2018 (Forget EWC, here’s how land reform in SA 

can work) 

o Maritzburg Sun – 16 November 2018 (Facilitating transformation in agriculture) 

o La Gazzetta Del Sud Africa.net – 21 November 2018 (Harry Gwala Agri: Facilitating 

transformation in agriculture)  

o Kokstad Advertiser – 22 November 2018 (Harry Gwala Agri: Facilitating transformation in 

agriculture) 

 

 HGA was also interviewed on RSG on the 6th of December 2018 and the show Groot Plaas, on Groot 

FM have since asked for an interview. We are exceptionally grateful to Cindy Kidger and to Sandy 

Le Marque from Kwanalu for creating the opportunity to get our message out.  

 

 Kwanalu and HGA held a meeting with representatives from the major commercial banks and 

invited other organisations and individuals involved in agricultural development in KZN to attend. 

The meeting provided the opportunity for those involved with agricultural development in the 

region to showcase their work, and for the banks to express how they might partner with this 

process.  

 

 HGA continues to take opportunities to engage with government so as to publicise what we are 

doing in the district. In December, this involved making presentations at the Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini-

Zuma Local Municipality LED forum and the Harry Gwala Development Agencies’ RASET roadshow. 

On the 17th a meeting was held with Mr Sihle Zikalala, the MEC of Economic Development in KZN, 

along with the Mayor of Ubuhlebezwe Local Municipality, Mr Zamo Nxumalo and the Mayor of 

Greater Kokstad Municipality, Mr Bheki Mtolo. This was a valuable opportunity for HGA to present 

the projects that are being supported and run by commercial farmers in the district and to draw 

attention to our valued partners. We are grateful for the role Mayor Nxumalo played in bringing 

this meeting about and to the Highflats-Ixopo Farmers Association for hosting us. We trust that 
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strong partnerships between the public and private sectors will begin to be forged in order to make 

land reform and agricultural development work in our region. 

 

 Caroline Long has been assisting the members of the community residing on her family farm 

Vogelvlei near Franklin for some time and primarily through helping with the cultivation of their 

home gardens. With the success of Dougie Strachan’s project in the Mazabakweni and Madakeni 

communities we thought it a good opportunity for Caroline and members of the Vogelvlei 

community to visit his project in Madakeni. HGA has been looking for ways to roll out Dougie’s 

project elsewhere in the district and Caroline’s efforts with her community and Richard Mingay’s 

interest in supporting members of the Franklin informal community present a great opening for 

this.  

 

Figure 2: Dougie Strachan providing a demonstration to Caroline Long and members of the Vogelvlei community near Franklin 
on the cultivation practices being taught in the Madakeni community near Umzimkhulu 
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 The student in-service programme continues to go well and the students are now ten months into 

their 18 month training. We have learnt a great deal and are very grateful for the feedback we have 

received from the host farmers involved. We would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge 

these farmers and thank them for the time and effort they have put in to getting this programme 

off the ground. From the Highflats-Ixopo Farmers Association: Bruce Allwood, Ian Allwood, Paul 

Button, Neil Cole, Paul Reynolds and Craig Archibald. From Ingwe Farmers Association: Peter and 

Cathy Greer, Buzz and Leigh-Anne Hauff, Rob Stapylton-Smith and Hayden Stokes. From the 

Swartberg Farmers Association: Leith Turner and Guy Williamson and from the Mount Currie 

Farmers Association: Rory Bryden and Rikus Botha. Where the managers from these respective 

farms have been involved, we thank you for giving up your time to invest in these students. We 

acknowledge Matthew and Paula Beauclerk, Jaco Venter, Mark Van Rensburg, Quinten Van Hee, 

and Hannes Ferreira in this regard. 

 

 The Reynolds family from Olivar Farm between Ixopo and Umzimkhulu are on a mission to improve 

the lives of those around them through education and skills transfer. In June 2016, after undertaking 

the required training, Sarah Reynolds began teaching English to their staff and their families through 

the Gateway into Reading programme. Sixteen adults have taken part in the training to date with 

some having completed the course and now enjoying a library of donated books on the farm. Last 

year the Reynolds began the process of converting their old dairy buildings into a training facility 

and in December ran their first training course through Singakwenza. This drew in 22 teachers and 

parents from the surrounding areas to learn how to convert unwanted waste in to educational toys 

to improve pre-school children’s motor skill development. Going forward the Reynolds will be 

opening a pre-school for local children in April 2019 whilst continuing to provide a base from which 

to offer adult skills development. We encourage you to contact Sarah (sarah@olivar.co.za) should 

you wish to support their endeavour in any way.  

 

http://www.neemafoundation.co.za/gateway-into-reading/gateway-into-reading-training/
http://www.singakwenza.co.za/
mailto:sarah@olivar.co.za
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Figure 3: The Singakwenza training day for pre-school teachers and parents hosted by the Reynolds on Olivar Farm near 
Umzimkhulu 

 

 In closing, we are excited to announce our new sponsor, Standard Bank who have agreed to make 

financial contributions towards the running costs of our in-service training programme, as well as 

offering support to two or three of the agricultural mentorship projects under the HGA umbrella. 

We look forward to building a fruitful partnership with you in to the future.  

 

Harry Gwala Agri exists due to the support and financial contributions from members of the Highflats-

Ixopo, Ingwe, Swartberg and Mount Currie Farmers associations as well as our partner companies, 

Mascor, Pannar, De Heus, DFSA, Meadow, and Standard Bank.  

 

If you would like to make a contribution towards this initiative, please consider one or more of the 

following options:  

https://www.standardbank.co.za/
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1. Make a monthly financial contribution to the organisation 

2. Mentor a project 

3. Host a student 

 

For further information please contact: 

Project manager: Dylan Weyer (projects@hgagri.co.za) 

Secretary: Sarah Firth (secretary@hgagri.co.za) 

 

Best regards 

 

mailto:projects@hgagri.co.za
mailto:secretary@hgagri.co.za

